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The Talent of St. Martin in the 
Fields, St. Olave Old. ewry, and St. 
Martin Ironmonger-L ane s * 
1 e. n 


HEN: 4 Man begins 2 bit 
cout ſe with an Obſervation 
no leſs true, that antient, and 

n. amaz'd at the firſt Ru- 
J 6 7ů . t, 'tis but rea! 
ſonable to conjecture, chat 
SY onmewhat very exttaordina- 


ry wm ſirprizing is to be the Reſult; and 


that this Obſervation of his, will produce 
Things of Inſtruction and Uſe to his Rea! 
ders. But our Poetical 9 in Divinity, 
whoſe Bufſinefs lies in Combating Phantoms 
and Chime rut, and whoſe Obſervatory lies 
{holly i in his /magination, turns our expecta- 
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tion quite another Way at the firſt View, 
and inſtead of ſhewing himſelf capable of ma- 
king appear what he promiſes to give us a 
full and real Sight of, ſo. clouds and dark- 
ens our Under ſtandings, that the Beams of 


Light that were darting in upon us before, are 


altogether withdrawn from us, and we have 
no ſight of it at all. This is the Fate which 
attends. the rafh Encounters of pedantieal 
Sophiſters, who,” while they are deating the 
Wind, and endeavouring to bring Men of 
Senſe and Experience, in other Things than 
the common Language of the Schools, into 
Dilemma's, fall themſelves from the Precipi- 
ces: they are puſhing others from, and are 
plung'd into an inextricable Gulph of Terms 
and Diſtinctionns. 


As this has been the mi of the vain 


Boaſter before us, who had done much bet- 


enquire. into thoſe Paſſages wherein he may 


be {aid to have waded out of his Depth, 2 | 
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P 
of his Hearers. were fo well pleas'd, with his 
Sermon, as to deſire. him to Print it) to 
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caft himſelf over Head and Ears, by an 
Attempt, which it is very eaſie to find him no 
ways equal to, whatſoever his Opinion of 
his own Abilities (much too great for ſo 
little a Man both in Perſon and Parts,) may 
appear to be in the Courſe of our Examina- 
tion. 1611 9115 E 

Herein it is, in the firſt Place, to be ob- 
ſerved, that Mr. Trapp has no leſs than 
a Biſhop, a Father of the Church, to 
engage with; a Perſon eminent for great Mo- 
deſty and Learning, one that has ever eſpous'd 
and ſtood by the Dactrines of the Church of 
England; and in Oppoſition to all Piſſenters 
from the Eſtabliſh'd Communion, has aged 
in Defence of her Faith, and made as no- 
ble: a Stand againſt all Encroachments upon 
her Authority, as any one Ruler of it now 
living. But this worthy Divine, by not be- 
ing willing to give into ſuch Lengths as ſome of 
the Clergy, who contend for a greater Extent of 
Power than he thought agreeable to the Word 
of God, and by abiding by the Liberty that 
is therein allowed the Laity, of making the 
Scripture, according to their Senſe of its true 
Meaning, their Rule of Faith, had, as they 
thought, broke in-upon their ſacred Inclo- 
ſures; from whence they drew great Advan- 
tages and-Emoluments; Wherefore he was to 
be made, while a private Man, the Mark of 
their, Diſpleaſure; and when advanced to a 
publick Station, and, rais'd to one of the 
higheſt. Dignities in the Eccleſiaſtical Govern- 
ment, that of their Zyvy. What the * 
x 0 
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of it will be, Time alone muſt diſcover 5 
and how far the Reſentments of the Loner 
Houſe of Contrvotation, dtd ſuch Spirfires as this 
Hot-headed Preacher, will 'catry themſetves, 
yet reinaias'a Secret; Tho? this may be ſaid- 
to the Repreſentative 'Body of the Inferior 
Clergy, as well as the Perſon now under my 
Thumb; that it would have look'd ſome- 
what more dutiſul in them to have omitted 
cenſuring a Setmon commanded to be Pub- 
liſhed by the Royal Authority, and conſequent- 
ly approved by that Defender of the Faith, 
whom they themſelves in their Prayers be- 
fore their 6wn, are always to acknowledge, 
next to God. and his Chriſt, to be ſupreme Had 
and Governoar of the Church | - 
- But to come cloſe to the Matter in hand; 
and follow this preſumptuous Writer, Para- 
graph by Paragraph: In the firſt, he pe- 
remptorily- affirms the Biſnop to argue, That 


becauſe our Saviour's Kingdom is not of this 


World; therefore he bat ns Miniſters in it: 
And after Explaining the Text, of My Ring- 
dom is not of this World, by ſaying, Two 
Things are contained in it, the one implied, the 
other aſſerted, tho* both are aſſerted, from our 
Saviour's Anſwer to Pilate, Thou ſayeſt what 
1 am. I. That our Saviour is a King. II. That 
his Kingdom is not of this World, defines the 
Kingdom of Chriſt to be his Church, and that 
both triumphant in Heaven, and militant on 


Earth; further averring, (and that with great 


Truth, ) that between theſe Two, there 1s 4 
near and ſtridt Relation, or Bond of Unity, which 
11 
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is declared in that Article of our Ceed, founded 
upon plain Texts of Stripture, and undermin 'd by 
oh _— lately FOE ached. upon This, in which 

we: profeſs to believe the COMMUNION of 
SAINTS: This Church Militant compre- 
hends the whole Society of thoſe upon Earth, 
who. are baptiz'd into the Faith of Chriſt, 
and governed by an Authority derived ſrom him. 
This latter is neceſſary to the Being af his King» 


dom, for fo thei Churoh 18 W called, 1. e. as 


it ig à Society. Ard wi that Cirewnſt ſtances 
J believe — is but one Perſon in the World, 
who bas any Idea of 4 Church. Then haviog 
iaſtagced- is in our Saviour's Commiſſion to his 
Apoſtles, to be the' Church's Nalers under 
him, from two Texts of Scripture, Matt. 
xxviii, 18, 19. and Jobn xx. 21. and two 
mote from 1 Tim: v. 22. and Tit. i. 5- ta 
ſhew that Eccleſiaſtical Government, i not in 
the Time of the Apoſtles themſelves, yet moſt 
certainly in that of. their immediate Succeſſors, 
was Epiſcopal, and adminifired by the three 
Orders. of Biſhop 3, Prieſts, and Deatons, &c. 
He tells his Audience, „Such is the King- 
© dom of Chriſt in this World: But all 
© this while it is not of this World: For be- 
© tween thoſe two Things there is a wide 
Difference, Divine Inſpiration was once, 
© and the Grace of God (ſome of it 'tis to 
© be d.). ſtill is in this World, as 
© wicked as it is; but neither was ever of it ; 
* And 4 Traveller ma may be in a Country which 
© he is not of. This Diſtinction, one would 
think, is plain enough; And yet it ry * not 

En 


: 


_ —- = 


— = coins 


6 


„%%% 4087 IR TY 


%% / £8 


—_— 
ow 


Fc. 1s 


Hf 


<8) 
© been ſufficiently attended to in a SERMON 
© upon the Words now before us. 
If I were to ask this Dogmatical Preacher, 
to point out that Paragraph, wherein the 


Biſhop affirms, That becauſe our Saviour's King- 


dom is not of this World, therefore He has no 
Miniſters in it: If I were to put it home 
to him by Way of Queſtion, to make it ap- 
pear, in what one particular he has not 
given his Aſſent to any One Article of our 
Faith, eſpecially that of the Communion of 
Saints: If he had it in Requeſt to evince the 
World wherein this Right Reverend Prelate 
has denied the Apoſtles Miſſion to teach all 
Nations, or the Impoſition of Hands in the 
Ordination of Spiritual Guides; he would find 
it much harder to ſatisfy me, than he does 


in bringing Proofs, while he is treating him 


after the moſt indecent and diſreſpe&ful 
Manner that is poſſible for one Chriſtian Di- 
vine to behave with to another, eſpecially 
where a Presbyter has to do with a Biſhop, 
that while he expreſſes himſelf with a juſt In- 
dignation againſt the Principles he advances, 
he has a due Regard to his high and holy Fun- 
Kian. | 5076 ty 2115. * 

For in the firſt Place, the Presbyter's Di- 


ſtinction between in and of, is of little or 


no Weight as to this Inference; ſiuce the 
Biſhop ſays, Page 10, 11. © Since the Image 
© of his (Chriſt's) Kingdom is that, under 
© which our Lord himſelf choſe to repreſent 
© it, we may be ſure, that if we ſincerely ex- 
© amine our Notion of his Church, by "wo 
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© he ſaith of his Kingdom, that it is not of 
© this World, we ſhall exclude out of it, every 
© Thing that he will have excluded; and 
© then what remains will be true, pure, and 
© holy. * Which are Premiſſes ſo far from 
introducing Mr. Trapp's forced Concluſion, 
that it leaves Miniſters, in his Kingdom, that 
have the Exerciſe of Truth, Holineſs, and 
Purity delegated to them. Woe. 

Secondly, The Poſition the Biſhop has laid 
down in his Sermon, That the Kingdom 
© of Chriſt in the Mouth of a Chriſtian, is 
© the Number of Men, whether ſmall or 
great, whether diſperſed of united, who 


truly and fincerely are Subjects to Feſas 


© Chriſt alone, as their Lawgiver and qudge, 
in Matters relating to the Favour of God 


Et and their Eternal Salvation; does, inſtead of 


impugning the Article of the Communion 


of Saints, ſtrengthen the Belief of it; 


ſince whatſoever he may urge againſt the 
Words ſmall or great, diſperſed or united, 
nothing is more certain than that a ſmall 
Congregation bf ' true Believers, may have 
a Communlon with a greater, and fo be 
properly ſtyled a Pært thereof; and thete 
may be an Union of the Members of the 


true Chriſtian Church, altho* thoſe Mem- 


bers may be diſperſed, and ſcattered thro” 
the Face of the whole Earth; which he allows 
by agreeing to Circumſtante of Place, though 
he will not ſuffer it to relate to Society; by 
which he would inſinuate, that the main 
Beope of the Biſhop's . makes it impoſſible 

e | that 
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that there ſhould be, any Communion of Mem- 
bers with each other, in Conſequence of 
which, this bold Traducer makes him teach 
contrary to the Doctrine of St. Paul to the 
Epheſians, wherein it is ſaid, Te are Fellow- 


| Citizens with the Saints, and of the Houſhold 


of God; and are built upon the Foundation of 
the Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf 
being the CHIEF CORNER STONE; in 
whom all the Building fuly framed | together, 


groweth into an holy Temple to the Lord : Now 


that this Portion of Holy Scripture may be 
interpreted thus, in Favour of the Biſhop, 
Te are Fellow Citizens with the Saints, and of 
the Honſhould of God,. i. e. Howſoever re- 
* mote you may be by Diſtance of Place, 
from thoſe that have embraced the Pro- 
.* feſſion of the true Faith among the Ro- 
mant, Corinthians, Galatians, Theſſalonians, 
and Philippians, &c. ye are Fellow-Citizens, 
* and of the Houſhold of God with them, 
© by being of the ſame Faith, and of the 
© fame Society ?. Which is ſo far from being 
repugnant to the 19th Article of the Church 
of England, that declares the viſible Church 
of Chriſt to be a Congregation of faithful Men, 
in which the Word of God is preached, and the 
Sacraments be duly adminiſtred according toGod's 
, Ordiaance ; that it is a Confirmation of, and 
entire Submiſſion to it. For tho? he does not 


name the Words Preaching; Sacraments, and 


Congregation, yet he implies the Uſe of them; 


ſo that notwithſtanding he does not actually 


expreſs them, there is no manner of Foun- 
dation 
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dation to 1 that he 
excludes them. Beſides, the Lecturer of Sr. 
Martin's ought to be whiſpered in the Ear, that 
Communion of Saints may be as well applied to 
a, imall, as a great Number of true Catho- 
licks; and that ſince our Saviour has given 
his Word, that where Two or Three are ga- 
thered together in his Name, there will He be 
in the Midſt of them; he ought to take it with- 
out bringing Inferences contradictory there- 
unto, | | 
Thirdly, If he would read the Biſhop's 
Vindication of himſelf in his Anſwer to Dr. 
wh Letter, Little Foſeph would find he 
had taken the Prelate up before he was down, 
and not ſay in his Title Page to his Sermon, 
in Anſwer to his Lordſhip's Anſwer to Dr. 
Snape' Letter, as far as it relates to the ſaid 
Sermon ;, when he has taken no Manner of 
Notice of it. | 
As to the Firſt Part of this, his Teach- 
ing, Directing, and Governing, by his Apo- 
ſtles, whom he conducted himſelf by his 
own Spirit : We have no Difference. He 
promulged his Law that Way to thoſe, 
who could know it no other Way. He. 
was in all that King and Legiſlator himſelf, 
to whoſe Words the Apoſtles declared they 
could add nothing, and from whoſe Laws 
they could not diminiſh. But the Queſtion 
is about the latter Part of the Account, or 
about the Succeſſors of the Apoſtles in their 
© 900d Work and their Authority. When 
you ſpeak of a Succeſſion of Men, in whom 
| B 2 "RICE 
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the SAME Powers were ſo lodged which 
the Apoſtles had, either you mean that Chriſt 


© ordered that Men not conducted by his. 


£ infallible Spirit ſhould have the [ame Au- 
© thority, in all Reſpects, in his Church for 
© ever; which Men conducted by his in- 


« fallible Spirit had at firſt, or elſe not. In 


© the firſt Senſe, the ſame Powers may ſigniſie 
© the ſame Powers. But in the latter Senſe, 
6 the ſame Powers muſt mean not the fame 
© Powers, If you take the firſt Senſe, you con- 
© tradict Me, but you ſupport the Claims 
© of Popery, which can ſtand upon no other 
Bottom. In the latter, you do not at all 
« oppoſe Me, becauſe you do not determine, 
© in what their Powers differ from the Apo- 
c files, and in what they agree. When you 
© produce your numerous Texts, to prove that 
£ Chriſt commiſſioned the Apoſtles to per- 
£ petuate a Succeſſion of Men, in whom the 
SAME Powers they had received ſhould be 
© lodged ; or that the fallible Succeſſors of the 
* Apoſtles in that good Work, have that 
© Abſolute Authority which neither was, nor 
could be claim'd by the Apoſtles them- 
© ſelves in any Caſes, but thoſe in which 
they profeſſed they had received infallible 


Directions immediately fromChriſt, then will 


t acknowledge you oppoſe me, and, I believe 
the World will acknowledge, you oppoſe the 
f whole Foundation of Proteſtantiſm alſo. * 
The next Poljtion, which it is moſt unna- 
tural for a Maſter of Arts to object againſt, is 
That in this Church or Kingdom, with- Regard 
fo 
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to the Affairs of Conſcience, and Eternal Sal- 
vat ion, Chriſt bath left behind bim no viſible 
kumane AUT HORITY, mo VICEGEREMNTS, 
to ſupply his Place, no INTERPRETERS upon 
whom his Subjects are abſolutely to depend: No 
Judges over the Conſciences, or Religion of his 
People, To this he gives in by Way of 
Reply, © Theſe are the hopetul Points of 
Doctrine raiſed from the Text, and they 
are backed with ſuch a Train of Argumen- 
tation, as I verily believe never till now 
appeared to the World, ſince Reaſon was in 
Being. But before I examine the Proofs, 
it will be proper in the Aſſertion it ſelf to 
obſerve the Conſtruction of thoſe Words, 
no viſible Humane Authority. Suppoſe there 
be none ſuch in the Church, can there 
not be a viſible Divine Authority? And that 
too relating, in ſome Meaſure, to Things 
in this World, tho” it be not at all of it. 
But by that Expreſſion, wo viſible Humane 
Authority, we ſhall be told, he means 10 
viſible humane Authority in Man. Tho? I am 
perſwaded this is the firſt Time that ever it 
* was ſo uſed, and 'tis a ſtrange, dark So- 
liciſm of Words, for ſo clear and exact a 
© Writer, and one who is ſo careful not to 
* be mifled by Sounds '. Now that this 
hopeful Mr. Trapp is in a very hopeleſs Way of 
being thought equal to wreſtle with theBiſhop, 
who is ſupported by the Crutches of Divine 
Authority, (in Oppoſition to his Humane Au- 
rhority,) which he with great Foreſight, atter 
much Application of Thought, expects to 
| be 
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(14) 
be told, is meant to be lodged in Man, will 
appear by his own Darkveſs of Underſtand- 
ing, whoſe Sermon Is, vox & preterea nihil, 
and not; that of the great Man, for whom he 
is in no one Particular a Match, notwith- 
ſtanding the Aſſiſtance of a good Sounding 
Board in St. Martins in the Fields Pulpit, ant 


a very uſeful ſounding Trumpet to breath out 


His own Praiſes in, among his. Auditors of 


St. Martins Ironmonger Lane. Since the Biſhop: 
very clearly explains himſelf in bis Anſwer 
to Dr. Snape, Page 20. Tou ſay, 1 repreſent 
the Church of Chriſt, as 4 Kingdom in which 
Chriſt neither atts himſelf, nor hath inveſted any 
one with any Authority to act for him. Lay your 
Hand upon your Heart, and ask, Is this a Chri- 


ſtian, Humane Repreſentation of my Sermon? 


What 1 ſay 1s, that Chriſt never interpoſeth, 
fince his firſt Promulgation of his Law, either 
to convey Infallibility, or to aſſert the true 
Interpretation of it. If you oppoſe me in this, 
you maintain that Chriſt does taterpoſe, in 
Order to convey lafallibility, or to aſſert the 
true Interpretation of his Law, His firſt 
Promulgation of his Lam, was his acting vi- 
ſibly with KINGLY AUTHORITY in his 
Kingdom: But to repreſent me as ſaying, 


That he does not act at all in his Kingdom 


ſince that, becauſe I ſay he does not in- 
terpoſe to convey Infallibility, or to interpret 
hisown Laws, is to reſolve to repreſent me as you 
think fit. Popery may well Triumph, if a 
Proteſtant may not ſay this without ſuch a 


Treatment. 
The 
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The next Thing Mr. Trapp (who, like a 
true Profeſſor of Poetry, in bis Imagina 
Deſcription of the REA L Nature of th 
Church and Kingdom of CHRIST, falls into 
a Jingle of Words, and inRgturn to the Bi- 


ſhop's are ABSOLUTELY to depend,) abſo- 


lutely denies, is one of the Arguments drawn 


from the Text it ſelf in theſe Words. As 


the Church of Chriſt, is the Kingdom of 
© Chriſt, he himſelf is King'. Which he 
gives his very gracious Aſſent to, by ſay- 
Ing, Yes, doubtleſs. And in that it is im- 
© plied, that he himfelf is the ſole Lamgiver 
© ro his Subjects, and ' himſelf the ſole Judge 
© of their Behaviour, in the Affairs of Con- 
© ſcience and Salvation. Which, inſtead of 


<©'denying, he calls in Queſtion by interro- 
« pating, Why ſo? And in this Senſe there- 
© fore his Kingdom ie not of this World; that 
he hath in thoſe Points left behind him no 


© 'yiſible humane Authority. Upon which 


he makes this wiſe Obſervation, Here is no 


Reaſon given why it is ſo implied; when he 
himfelt gives none for the Firſt Branch of his 


' Diviſion of his Text, upon the ſame Subject, 
wherein he ſays, Je i, implied, that our Saviour 


3s a King. For my Part, I ever judged Infe- 
rences to be'drawn from'Premiſſes, which 


are the Reaſons of their being thus drawn, 


and notwithſtanding this Tecturer's good 
Manners, in upbraiding the Biſhop for not di- 


ſtinguiſhing between in and of, when he him- 
ſelf may be ſaid to be of a Profeſſion that 
preaches Charity to all Mankind, but is not 
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; Charity with this worthy Prelate ; who 


ſays, he is not the Sole King, if he be not; 
the Sale Lawgiver and Judge; and that by 


Way of Conciſeneſs, PROPERLY TO SUPPLY. 
HIS PLACE, is left out. One would ima- 


gine by this, that the Animadverter upon 
the Biſhop's Sermon, had either not read his 
Lordſhip's Anſwer to Dr. Snape, or had read 
it, notwithſtanding his Pretenſions to take 
Notice of it, in as great Hurry and Halt 


as the Doctor, tho' he has condeſcended to 
leave in the Word abſolute ; for though Ec- 


cleſiaſtical Power, may —_ be of this 7 
becauſe it is derived from Heaven, and is of 

a Divine and Spiritual Nature, but may” be 
exerciſed in this World, it does not follow 
from thence, that abſolute Eccleſiaſtical Pow- 


er may; becauſe, if he allows it to the Cler- 
By, it deſtroys the Prerogative and Regal 


Supremacy of the King; and if ſuch an un- 
limited Authority be inveſted in the Crown, 
it makes a Breach upon the Liberties of the 
People. 

To proceed : *© Nay further, ſays this in- 
ſolent Preacher, the Biſhop ſeems to for- 
« get himſelf, even with Regard to the 
* Things of this World, moſt properly and 


© ſtrictly ſpeaking. For i in that part of his 


© Argument, which is taken from the Re- 
© wards of Chriſtianity z he affirms, that all 
the Santtions which our Saviour thought fit to 
give to his Laws, were not of this World at all. 
To which he makes this ſmart, as he thinks, 
Anſwer, by way of Queſtiog ; © No, 2 
"oY 


OF] 


3 < all? 1s there nothing of this Kind in that 
Y, * Beatitude of our Saviour: Bleſſed are the 


© Meek for they ſhall inherit the Earth? Nor in 
thoſe Words of his : Seek ye firſt the King- 


— 
— 0 
* 


n © dom of God and his Righteouſneſe, and all 

18 © theſe Things ( viz. Temporal Conveniencies, of 

ad * which he had been ſpeaking before) ſhall be 

ke © added unto you? Matt. vi. 33. And has 

- © Sr. Paul no Meaning when he ſays, Godlineſs 
[4 


l is profitable to all Things, having Promiſe of 
the Life which now is, and of that which is to 
Id, come? t Tim. iv. 8. That theſe Rewards 
of and Promiſes are neither ultimate nor uni- 


7 
* 
by 


be © verſal ; that very little Streſs is to be laid 
OW upon them, in Compariſon with thoſe which 
Wo © are not of this World; and therefore that 
ler- + theſe Texts are to be taken in a qualified 
gal Senſe, and with Reſtriction and Limitation, 
un- I already acknowledge; but ſurely they 
e mean ſomething Temporal. 


To ſet this in a proper Light, we have na- 
„ I thing to do, but to have reconrſe to the 


in- hole Paragraph in the Sermon, from whence 
for- this Caviller takes what he thinks moſt con- 
the ducive to his Purpoſe : Abd here we ſhall. 
_ find this Right Reverend Prelate ſpeaking 


after this manner: © The Sanctions of Chriſt's 
11 * Law are Rewards and Puniſhments. But of 
Il © what Sort? Not the Rewards of this 


pt 4 World: not the Offices or Glories of this 
rity State : not the Pains of Priſons, Baniſhments, 
9 


* Fines, or any leſſer, or more w9derate Penal- 
© all ? ties; Nay, not the much leſſer negative Dif- 
. courage ments that belong to Humane Society. 

GC He 
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He was ſo far from thinking that theſe could 
be the Inſtruments of ſuch 4 Perſwaſion, as 
he thought acceptable to God. But as the 
great End of his Kingdom, was to guide 
Mea to Happineſs, after the ſhort Images 
© of it were over here below: ſo he took 
© his Motives from that Place, where his 
* Kingdom firſt began, and where it was at 
© laſt to end: from thoſe Rewards and Pau- 
© niſhnents, in a future State, which had no 
© Relation to this World: And to ſhew 
that his Kingdom was not of this World, all 
© the Sanctions which he thought fit to give 
© to his Laws were not of this World at all. 
© SAINT PAUL, continues he, underſtood 
< this ſo well, that he gives an Account of 
© his own Conduct, and that of others in the 
< ſame Station in theſe Words, Knowing the 
© Terrors of the Lord, we perſwade Men; Where- 
© as in too many Chriſtian Countries, ſince his 
Pays, if ſome who profeſs to ſucceed HIM, 
© were to give an Account of their own Con- 
duct, it muſt be in a quite contrary Strain: 
© Knowing the Terrors of this World, and hav- 
© ing them in our Power, we do not perſuade 
Mea, but force their outward Profeſſion a- 
© gainſt their inward Perfwaſion. 

Let us now ſee the Biſhop's Explanation of 
what has been juſt recitgd, in his Anſwer 
to Dr. Szape's Letter, Page 3r, 32. wherein 
we ſhall fiad him to ſay, The Paſſage you are 
here diſturbed at, about the Altering or Adding 
za the Sanitions of Chriſt's Law, is no more than 


this SyNogiſm ; The aſſix ing the proper Rewards 
| aud 


„ TT 
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and Puniſhments to the Behaviour of CHRIST Z. 
As, as Chriſtians, is an Act of Chriſt's Regal 
Power, whoever alter the Nature of theſe, or add, 
to them, do truly themſelves affix Rewards and 
Pumſhments: Therefore they are SO FAR Kings 
themſelves, that, according to me, they DE- 
THRONE CHRIST from his ſpiritual King- 
dom, is your own hard and unjuſt Comment. But 
that as far as they alter his Sandctions, or add 
mew ones, that, I ſay, SO FAR they reign in 
their own Kingdom, is, in my Opinion, as clear 4 
Propoſition as this, that as far as new Sanctions 
are brought into Chriſt's Religion, ſo far new 
SanQtions are brought in- If Chriſt” brought 
them in, or commanded them to be brought in, 
they are HIS." If not, they are not HIS. If any 


vthers, even by Right, bring them in, yet ſtill ir 


is true, that theſe others are SO FAR Kings, 1 
cannot ſee which of theſe Propoſitions can be 
dene, 1 fl | 
The Reader will now give me leave to 
make my own Remarks upon the Texts of 
<cripture which are brought in Contutation 
of the Biſhop's Aſſertion on this Head, which 
are ſo far from making againſt his Lordſhip, 
that they may be quoted in Juſtification of 
him ; Bleſſed are the Meek, for they ſhall in- 
berit the Earth. They ſhall, as a Recompence of 
their Hamility, whereof Mr. Trapp has no 
ſhare, and canſequently no Claim to the 
Promiſe, be partakers of the good Things of 
this Life, beſtowed upon them by our Hea- 
venly Father, as an earneſt of more ſubſtan-- 
tial Rewards in that which is to come. A- 
| C2 gain, 
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gain, Seek ye firſt the Kingdom of God, and his 


Righteouſneſs, which is not to be found out 
and arriv'd at by Calumny and Detraction, 


and all theſe Things ſhall be added unto yon; all 
theſe Temporal Gifts, which ye are ſo deſi- 


rous of, and importunate for, ſhall be added 
by your ſpiritual Father that is in Heaven, 


to the other earthly Advantages which yon 
are already poſſeſs'd of. Godlineſs is profita» 
ble to all Things, not that Godlineſs which con- 


ſilts altogether in Gain, having Promiſe of the 


Life which now is, and of that which is to come: 


i. e. Godlineſs is conducive, through the Boun- 
ty of God, the Giver of all good Gifts, to the 
Enjoyment of all earthly Benefits, and thoſe 


Things that He promiſes yon the Poſleſſion 


of in his Heavenly Kingdom. For tho'Temporal 
wards and - Advantages may be ſaid to flow 
from the Grace and Favour of Temporal Be- 


nefactors, they are only the ſecond Cauſes, by 


which God, who has their Hearts 1n his 
Hand, and like the Rivers of Water, turn- 


eth them mwhitherſoever he pleaſes, acts 


as the firſt Agent, and the Inftraments 
He makes uſe of to fulfil his Word; and not- 
withſtanding they may be given ns 7 this 
World,” they cannot, to make ufe of this 


Preacher's own Diſtinction, without impro- 


priety of Speech, be ſaid to be of it. 


To goon with another Paſſage in the Bi- 
ſhop's Sermon, which this Nibler at Soluti- 
ons of other Mens Meanings and Intentions 
wreſts, and makes agreeable to his own. 
The Biſhop affirms, ſays he, that the 4 10 
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c of Chriſt's Kingdom, as He left them, have 
nothing of this World in their View; no 
< tendeficy either to the Bxaltation of ſome 
in worldly Pomp and Dignity, or to their 
© abſolute Dominlon over the Faith and re- 
c ligious Conduct of others of his Subjects; 
© or to the Erecting of any ſort of Temporal 


* Kingdom, under the Coyert and Name of 
© a Spiritual one.” And why ſhonld he not 


affirm it, ſince. there is no one particular 
Thing 


rant and defend every Particular of the ſaid 


Aſſertion, by ſaying, They have no Tendency), 
| confeſs, to the Exaltation of ſome in worldly. -. 
For Example, not to 
* the Exaltation of thoſe who uſe it againſt 

* the very Being of their own Order, broach - 


Pomp and Dignity. 


© Doftrines which directly tend to the un- 


© hinging of our Religion, and impugn that 
© Cauſe, which they are bound by the moſt 


© ſacred Ties of Conſcience to defend: And 


* doing the beſt of their Endeavours to intro- 
* duce Anarchy and Confuſion into the 
© Church, and to Eftabliſh Hereſie, Liberti- 
* niſm,, Infidelity and Atheiſm, upon the 
Ruins of Chriſtianity. As to the Exec ing of 


4 
0 


any ſort of Temporal Kingdom under the Name 


de 


in the whole Sentence to be found 
fault with by a fair Diſputant; *tis there- 
fore worthy of ſuch a Litigant, where Argu- 
ment is wanting, to ſupply the Place of it 
with Scandal, and have recourſe to unjuſtifi- 
able Inſinuations and Iuvectives, when Juſtice 
is ſo much of his Lordſhip's: fide, as to war- 


© ard Covert of a Spiritreal ont: This is a home 


- 
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© Stroke at ſomething; and I am in the 
* Judgment of all reaſonable Men, and equi- 
© table Perſons, whether, according to this 
Account, there can be any Church upon 
© Earth, which he ſeems to call a Temporal 
* Kingdom, tho? at the ſame Time he himſelf 
© takes notice, that it is at leaſt pretended to 
be Spiritual, and it has a Thouſand Times 
over been proved to be ſuch.” 


In the Review of this, the Biſhop's little 


Dapper Antagoniſt, will give me leave likewiſe to 
de in the Judgment of all reaſonable and e- 
quitable Men, whether he has either Equity 


or Reaſon on his ſide, to fling ſuch a Heap of 


odious Appellations on a Perſon, who is ſo 


far from Pleading againſt the Being of his own - 


Order, and eſtabliſhing Hereſie, Libert iniſm, Infi- 
delity and. Atheiſm upon the Ruins of Chriſtiani- 


ty, that he is labouring to conyiace the 


World, that there is a Biſhop, who has more 
at Heart the Exerciſe of bis Epiſcopal Fun- 
Aion, in Agreement with the firſt Ages of the 
Church, than the Pomp and Grandeur that 
has been ſince annex'd to it; and has done more 
for the Advancement of Chriſt's Kingdom, 
againſt the Growth of thoſe hard Names laid 
to his Charge, in a few Years, than any one 
of his Enemies, eſpecially one who is no o- 
therwiſe entituled to propagate the Goſpel, 
than from his having the Honour to be clap- 
ped in the Playhouſe, for having ſome skill in 
the Drama, and of being thought worthy of 
being admitted one of the Domeſtick Chaplains 


of the late Chaſt and Sober Lord Viſcount Boling- 


broke ; 
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broke; tho* how he came to Merit the Choice 
of the Mmous Univerſity of Oxford, as their 
Profeſſor in Poetry, ſeems a Difficulty, yet to 
be explained; ſince if he is as unhappy ia 
his Diction in Verſifyiag, as he is in Writing 
Proſe, he cannot but be very much unequal to 


a Poſt of that Nature; and to unhinge Religi- 


on and impugu a Cauſe, is as great a Soleciſm in 
the Engliſh Tongue, as ever Priſcian's greateſt 
Enemy was guilty of in the Latin, unleſs he 
would be thought to allude to that Text in 
the Goſpel, wherein Chriſt is called a Poor, 
or to play at Fiſts and Cuffs with what he is 
neither able to wage War againſt, nor con- 
tend tor. | GI 

As for his Home Stroke at ſomething, and his 
Appeal to Men of Judgment and Integrity, 
whether, according to the Biſhop's Account, 
there can be any Church upon Earth, which 
he ſeems to call a Temporal Kingdom, under 
Pretence of being a Spiritual one; he might 
have fpared both, ſince the one and the os 
ther, notwithſtanding. his malicious Innuen- 
do's, are levell'd at the Church of Rome, as in- 
deed are moſt of the Particulars of his Lord- 
ſhip's Sermon, and I dare he, even, in the 
Judgment of this Predicator himſelf, whether 
that may not with great Propriety of Speech 
be called a ſort of Temporal Kingdom, under the. 
Notion of à Spiritual one. 5 | 

His Auſwer to the Biſhop's Argument, 
that if there were ſuch Vicegerents, Lawgiv- 
ers, Judges, or Interpreters of Laws in the 
Church or Kingdom of Chriſt, as we imagine, 


+ They 
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© They would be Kings, not Chriſt, znd rule 
© in their own Kingdom, not in his; car- 
Ties much of the ſame Strength and Sin- 


cerity with it, as has been laſt mentioned. So 


that we have nothing to do more in refuting 


it, than to have Recourſe to the Words in 


the Biſhop's Sermon, which this pert Inter- 
medler refers to by an Aſteriſm in his. And 
here we ſhall find his Lordſhip to ſay, Page 
T3. If ſuch an Abſolute Authority be once 
lodged with Men, under the. Notion of INTER- 
PRETE RS, they then become the LE GI- 
SLATORS, and not CHRIST, and they rule 
in their own KING DOM, and not in HIS. 
Again, Whenever they erect Tribunals, and ex- 
erciſe a Judgment over the Conſciences of 
Men; and aſſume to themſelves the Determina-. 
ions of ſuch Points, as cannot be determin'd, but 
by one, who knows the Hearts; or, when they 
enake any of their own Declarations, or Deciſions, 
ro concern and affect} the State of Chriſt' Sub- 
jets, with Regard to the Favour of God; this 
fs ſo far the taking Chriſt's Kingdom out of 
HIS Hands, and placing it in their OWN. 
Page 14. Again, Whether they happen to agree 
with him, or differ from him, as long as. they 
are the EAWGIVERS and FUDGES, witl- 
out any Interpoſition from Chriſt, either to guide 
or correct their \Deciſions,, they are Kings of 


* 


this Kingdom, and not Chriſt Jeſus. 
To confirm this, let us have an Eye to the 
Biſhop's Anfwer to Dr. S»ape's Cavils on the 
laſt of the ſe Paſſages, Page 25, 26. 7th Edit. 
© Let me obſerve the only poſſible Ge 

| 0 


© Kingdom, and not C 


(-25.), 


© of thoſe Words of mine, which you great- 
© ly miſtake or abuſe, in Order to ſhew that 
the Word Abſolute, over and over again 
© repeated by me, and ſeveral other the like 
Words, are not to be regarded in your Re- 
© preſentation of my Senſe; and then let all 
Men judge how hard it is, to have my Sen- 
timents laid before the World, nov as they 
truly are, but as an Adverſary wiſhes them 
to be, to increaſe his own imaginary Tri- 
umphs. My Words are theſe : If they (i. e. 
any Men) have this Power of interpreting, or 
adding Laws, and judging Men, (now let the. 
Reader obſerve) in SUCH A SENSE, thar 
Chriſtians ſhall be INDISPENS ABLY, and 
ABSOLUTELY obliged to obey thoſe Laws, 
and to ſubmit to thoſe Deciſions. INDISPEN- 
© SABLY and ABSOLUTELY obliged, theſe 
Ware the Words, and Words which cut off 
* all Examination and Conſideration, whether 
* thoſe: Deciſions: be contrary to Chriſt's Will 
© or not; and the Suppoſition at the Begin- 
© ning is of Chriſt's not interpoſing to direct, or 
* reltify theſe Deciſions. If this be the 
* Caſe, I ſay, whether they happen to agree 
© with Chriſt, or to differ ſrem him, as long as 
© they are the Lawgivers and Judges, in the 
© Sende there laid down, without any Inter- 


© poſition from Chriſt, e Kings of rhis 
h 
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Jeſus. Here the 
© Caſe is put of no Exah ination, no Con ſidera- 
© tion, whether their Deciſions are contrary 
© ro Chriſt's Will or. got, (as in the Church of 
* Rome) and of an. abſolute indiſpenſable Ob- 
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ligation, 
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: ligation to ſubmit to the mere Authority 


the Deciders, (as the Condition is of Chri- 
« ſtians in that Church.) In this Caſe, I ſay, 
< that this is the Kingdom of theſe Men, and 
c not of Chriſt, becauſe they are obey'd abſo- 
c lutely and implicitly, without any regard to 
© Chriſt's own Deciſions; and that it makes no 
difference in this Caſe of Abſolute and fudi- 
© ſpenſable Obedience, without comparing the 
0 Fes of Men with the Eaws of Chriſt, 
« whether the former happen to agree with 
< the latter or not. Still, as long as the Obedi- 
© ence is abſolute and indiſpenflble, it is Obedi- 
© ence to Men as Kings, and not to . Is 
not this a Demonſtration to the Eye · ſight of 
the World, in the Romiſh Church.“ 5 that 
all this while the Biſhop is i 
the Papal Authority, à Crime not 
eaſily to be forgiven him by fuck a as Wendt 
carry their own as high. 
In Oppoſition to what his Lordſhip ſays 
in the ſecond Quotation from his Sermon, the 
firſt and third having been accounted for al- 
ready ; Mr. Trapp, after having affirm'd, that 
the Doctrine of St. Paul is virtually the Doctrine 
of our Saviour, and yet he ſays ſomething a- 
bont the Rod, as well as about rhe Spirit of 
Meekneſs, 1 Cor. iv. 21. About deliverin 
Han to Satan for the Deſtruction of the EM 
x Cor, v. 5. which he differs with the Learn- 
ed Pr. Hammond in the later pretation of, and 
that it was not for nothing that our SAVIOUR 


himſelf ſaid, If he refuſe to hear the Church, let 


him be auto thee like a Heathen Man and 4 
Pub- 
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Publican, Matt. viii. 17. A Text which the 
Papiſts lay great Streſs upon for the Proof 
and Support of their favourite Infallibility ; 
I lay, after having gone theſe Lengths with 
the moſt imbitter'd Encmies of the Prote- 
ſtant Name, becauſe the Biſhop is againſt 
Temporal Penalties and Perſecutions in Relj- 
glous Affairs, and a Judgment over the Conſci- 
ences of Men, aſſuming the Determination of ſuch 
Points as cannot be determined but by one who 
#nows the Hearts; Mr. Trapp thinks he has 
bim faſt, and is ſure of a Conqueſt over him, 
by putting theſe Queftions to him: Cannot 
© a Miniſter of Chriſt decide a Point of Con- 
* ſcience, without pretending to know the 
Hearts of Men? Cannot the Caſe be tated 
to him, and he determine accordingly ? 
Can be not by his Studies be skill'd, and is 
* he not by his Office impower d to determine 
ia ſich Cafes? >. To all which I anſwer in 


the Biſhop's Name, and my own, yes : But 


what is this to the Matter in Debate? Ought 
this Miniſter, becauſe he is skill'd in Matters 
of Divinity, and has Knowledge in Elvcida- 
tions of dark Paſſages in Scripture, to cauſe 
this or that. Man to be Impriſon'd, Fin'd, or 
Baniſh'd, becauſe be cannot believe as he him- 
ſelf does, and has Scruples which his Con- 
ſcience will not let him part with, about 
giving an implicit Aſſent to Things which 
he judges no ways neceſſary to Salva- 
tion? Ought he to be unto him as an Hea- 
then Man and a Publican, and thought guilty 


of an unpardonable Incredulity, and for that 
-> | D 2 Rea- 
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Reaſon to be deliver'd over to the Judge, and 
by him to the Executioners. Alas ! alas! 
for ſuch unchriſt ian Tenets; where there is 
no Tranſgreſſion, there there ſkould be no Pu- 
niſhment ; and where there is no Law, there 
cannot be any Tranſgreſſion. Tis true, that 
a Lawyer may have Skill and Authority to de- 
termine a Point of Law, upon which his Opie. 
nion is demanded : And the Determination 
of the Twelve Judges put together may hold 
good, and be of validity, tho* they are no 
ſearchers of Hearts, and have no Pretence ei- 
ther to Infallibility or Omniſcience; but yet it 
does not follow from thence, that this Law- 
yer, or thefe Twelve Judges, whatſoever 
Humane Authority they may be inveſted 
with, from the Delegation of Earthly Kings, 
can juſtifie their Deciſions, if not agreeable to 
the Legiſlature of the Kingdoms to which 
they belong. Nor 1s it otherwiſe with the 
Clergy, who are to exerciſe no Dominion o- 
ver the Souls and Bodies of Men, otherwiſe 
than in Confonancy with the Tenour of the 
Holy Scriptures, and the Will of God, which 
ſeems abſolutely averſe to all inflitions of Pu- 
niſhmeat in Affairs of Conſcience. 3.2.11 
As for this Presbyter's Aſſurance in decla- 
ring, We prove that there is actually ſuch a Pow- 
er, (viz. Abſolute, without conſulting whe- 
ther it be agreeable to the Will of God,) # 
have already produced ſeveral Texts of Scri- 
pture to evince, that our Saviour has appointed 
Miniſters in his Kingdom, (what then, if they 
have not this abſolute Authority?) and I ſha 
Men- 


(29) 
mention one more among many others: * And he 
gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, and 
«.ſome Evangelifts, 7 and ſome Paſtors: and 
© Teachers, for the perfecting of the Saints, 
©. for the Work of the. Miniſtry; 'for the edi- 
© fying of the Body of Chriſt,  Epheſean; iv. 
11, 12. Here Church Authority, and. Church 
Communion, are as ,expreſly aſſerted as Words 
will allow ;, And I now moreover. add, that our 
Saviour's Delegates or Subſtitutes ' anſwer to 41 
the Three Offices which he bears; They are this 
Subordinate Prieſts, as he is High-Prieſt;, lis 
Subordinate Preachers, as he is:Prophet; and his 
Miniſters, as he is King; ſhall be told, that tho 
theſe are his Miniſters, yet they have no Aut ho- 
rity from him, either. to decide. or judge, to. in- 
terpret old Laws, or to make new Ones; or any to 
att under him, or for him: this be the Caſe, 


1 deſire to be informed what we are to under- 


ſtand by a Miniſter of any Prince, either Tem- 
poral or Spiritual. E100 nb 74412 
Io this I anſwer, that he ſhall be told, that 
if even the Apoſtles themſelves claim'd. no 
ſuch Authority (as was abſolute; and no one 
of the Prophets or Evangeliſts took upon 
them an unlimited Power of interpreting 
God's Laws, contrary to the Will of God; 
that tho' Chriſt may be ſaid to have given us 
Paſtors and Teachers, and the Holy Spirit de- 
clares to us from whence they had their Miſ- 
ſion, it will appear as clear as the Sun at 
Noon: Day, notwithſtanding all theſe Clouds 
are raiſed, to darken and obſcure the Biſhop's 
crue Meaning, that he has ſaid nothing bur 
| | will 
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will bear the Teſt of the ſtricteſt Examinati- 


on, and come up to the Standard of Truth, 


But this will beſt appear from the Vindicati- 


on of his own Poſitions, written by the Biſhop 
himſelf. © I confeſs, ſays this Right Reverend 
Prelate, in his Anſwer to Dr. Shipe's Letter, 
Page 35. I always thought the New Teſta: 
s ment it ſelf to teach us, that the Apoſt les 
© were directed by Chriſt himſelf, and by his 
© Spirit. So that he was ſtillia A LL which 
© They ordained, as Parts of his Religion, tru- 
* ly the Legiſlator and King. The Authority 
< was His, in the ſtricteſt Senſe; as they often 
© profeſſed. And they had no Authority to 
© ordain any Thing relating to Eternal Sal- 
< yation, but what he expreſly and immedi- 
£ ately revealed, and dictated to them. They 
< were ſent, tage; direſted, immediately by 
Chriſt. According to my Rule therefore, 
© Wherever bi interpoſes to conve Tnfallibilizy, 
< Heis the Legiſlator, properly ſpeaking. And 
that was the Cafe. So that the Apoſtles, you 
< ſce, were far from deferving this Uſage at 
your Hands; having cfatmed 10 2 
© Authority, but in Things immediately re- 
« ceived from him; that is, No abſolute Aut ho- 


« rity to themſelves, but to Him, properly ſpeak- | 


in 

1 mnie be not ad mir able Reaſoning indeed, 
the Perfection of diſtinct Ideas and clear Think- 
ing, without a Sarcaſm, t know not what is; 
but this, howſoever irrefragable in every 
Branch of it, muſt undergo the ſame Fortures 


with the reft, in Order to he brought: to 


bear 
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bear what Meaning this inſolent Animadver- 
ter is pleaſed to give it. To this Intent there- 
fore, Mr. T; opp Tays, Page 24. But all this 
while I have taken no Notice of that uſeful Word 
Abſolute, with a Negative prefixed, as applied 


to the Autbority of Church Governonrs. ſo? 


Becauſe there would have been an End ofthe 
Diſpute, by his References being brought to 


a Non - plus. But then he is pleaſed to caſt an 


Eye upon it, and to obferve in the Firſt. 


Place, That it is ſometimes mentioned, and 
ſometimes drop d; ſo that the Reader may be de- 
ceived, where it is omitted, aud the Writer have 
an Evaſion when it is inſerted Who made him 
2 Searcher of his Lordſhip's Heart, or a Judge 
in rael? But 24ly, Either this Word has ſore 
Meaning, or it haynene \ Spoke like an infal- 
lible Interpreter of God's Word, Ff nocbing 
be meant by it, we need ſay nothing of it. I do 
not Rea oo: 1 8 * with ſuch 
Emptineſs of Words, and fuch a Negligence 
, Thing, je mf 
either be that the Authority of Church Gover- 
ours is hot ultimately, and finally dec:fove, with 
Regard to all Beings,, bur that God bas an Au- 
thority* ſuperiaur ;, And tis mhat #e Body denies - 
Yes they do, that have the Prefumption to 
niake their own Authority, tho' not equal to 
our Saviour's, equal to that of bis Apoſtles, 
and infer from that Saying of our Bleſſed 
Redeemer, Lo! T am with you al mays, even un- 
to the End of the World; that it is directed to 
hem, as their immediate Succeſſors: Or elfe, 


th the ſame Authority is net drciſcur at to the 


Sub- 
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Subjects of the Church, ſo at to ſilence them, and 
make them acquieſce in thoſe Deciſions, and then 7 
it is abſolutely. falſe. Which] declare againſt fa 
with both my Hands, ſince it muſt be true, 
if thoſe Deciſions are contrary to the Will of Wa 
God expreſſed in his Written Word.  _ 
No after a Taſt of the Pride of this Man's | ca 
aſſumed Authority over the Conſciences of to 
his Felloy-Subjects, as one of their Paſtors. pa 
and Teachers, it is but meet that we take a Si: 
. View of this humble Biſhop's Self-Denial, thi 
77 in the Reply he makes to the Charge that is pti 
ö brought agaiaft him, for giving up the Rights an! 
of the Church, and of acting Things incon- fel: 
3 ſiſtent with the Duty and Character of 4 75 
15 Biſnop. As for my ſelf, ſays this truly vene- I biy 
rable Ruler of the Church, to whom you app! enc 
in ſo warm g Manner, Page 24. of Dr. Snape 8 ſo 
Letter to, him, I profeſs to you, and to all the [the 
World, 1 diſclaim and diſdain all Powers incon- nit 
ſiſtent with,Chriſt's ſole Authority of Legiſla- ÞJ,,.. 
tion and judgment, in Matters relating to Eter- * 
nal Salvation. 1 have already vindicated my tver 
Senſe, that by Abſolute Authority I meant tree 
Abſolute Authority; and ſhewn, that con- JF, 
trary to your Repreſentation, Page 28. I have Poir 
taught Men, (and I here declare, I willgo on to | ,,, 
teach them) to receive no Commands in Mat- Ito c 
ters relating to their Eternal Salvation, from I g;., 
any Superiours, whether Spiritual or Tempo- one 
ral, ABSOLUTELY and implicitly, upon apa 
the Ground of Mere Authority, without exa- 
mining them by the Laws of Chriſt, and finding iq, 
them agreeable to thoſe Laws : becauſe they are Ni, | 

| not Him 


| 
4 | | | 


the ſame 


TEST, © 

ot lawful to them, by your. own Rule, till they 
find them ſo upon that Compariſon ; and becav'ſe 
to do any Thing materially lawful, upon the 
ſame age 55% which would carry them to do 

ing, were it never ſo unlawful, 
cannot be conſiſtent with Chriſtianity: Anſwer 
to Dr. Snaps Letter, by the Biſhop of Bangor; 
Page 30, 31. Again. Page 39. ditto, And now, 
Sir, if no Biſhop ought to take his Place in 
the Provincial Synod, or td take the Subſcri- 
ptions of thoſe whom he ordains, or exercife 
any Epiſcopal Act, tinleſs be claims to him- 
ſelf an Abſolute Power and Authority, ro 
which all his Hearers,or his Flock, are indiſpenſa- 
bly obliged to ſubmit, in Matters of Conſci- 
ence and Eternal Salvation, that they niuſt not 


Jo much as ſeriouſly compare his Directions with; 


the Will of Chriſt, 20 find whether they agree 
with it or not; if this be ſo, I confeſs my ſelf 
very unfit for ſo great an Honour, I diſclaim and 
2 it : And ſo I hope, and 1 believe, doth 
every one of my Brethren, I ſhould not att a- 
greeably to your own Rule, if I did not. Tos 
declare that no Chriſtian ought to ſubmir in 
Points determined contrary to Chriſt's Wil. 
And therefore I hope, I may have ye Conſent, 
to claim all the PRIVILEGES of aChti- 
ſian Biſhop, without claiming that enormous 
One, which ſuppoſeth that abſolute Obligation 
upon Chriſtians, which you demit. I am ſure, 
1 ſhould little deſerve the Name of 4 Chriſtian 
Biſhop, sf I could forget Chriſt 5 and aſſume 
as Authority which can belong to tone but 
Him. Tiy your obn Limitation in your 
; ow 
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Subjefts of the Church, ſo at to ſilence them, and 
make them acquieſce in thoſe Deciſions, and then 
it is abſolutely. falſe. Which I declare againſt 
with both my Hands, ſince it muſt be true, 
if thoſe Deciſions are contrary to the Will of 7 
God expreſſed in his Written Word. _ 
Nou after a Taſt of the Pride of this Man's ca 


aſſumed Authority over the Conſciences of to 
his Fellow - Subjects, as one of their Paſtors. P: 
and Teachers, it is but meet that we take a $5, 


View of this humble Biſhop's Self-Denial, th 
in the Reply he makes to the Charge that is pt 
brought againſt him, for giving up the Rights Ian 
of the Church, and of acting Things incon- fel 
ſiſtent with the Duty and Character of a 25, 
Biſhop. As for my ſelf, ſays this truly vene- Jy, 
rable Ruler of the Church, to whom you apply Þenc 
in ſo warm Manner, Page 24. of Dr. Snape's ſo 
Letter to, him, I profeſs to you, and to all the 
World, Tdiſclaim and diſdain all Powers incon- 91 
ſiſtent with Chriſt's ſole Authority of Legiſla- , 

tion and judgment, in Matters relating to Eter- ie 
nal Salvation. I have already vindicated my |,,,, 
Senſe, that by Abſolute Authority I meant | 
Abſolute Authority; and ſhewn, that con- 
trary to your Repreſentation, Page 28. I have 
taught Men, (and I here declare, I will go on to 
teach them) to receive no Commands in Mat- 
ters relating to their Eternal Salvation, from ia. 
any Superiours, whether Spiritual or Tempo- one 
ral, ABSOLUTELY and implicitly, upon upon 
the Ground of Mere Authority, without exa- 
mining them by the Laws of Chriſt, and finding Biſh 
them agreeable to thoſe Laws : becauſe they are Ni, | 


| not Hi m 


the ſame 
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not lawful to them, by your own Rule, till they 


find them fo n that Compariſon 5; and becavie 
to do any Thing materially lawful, upon the 
ſame n which would carry them to do 

ing, were it never ſo unlawful, 
cannot be conſifline with Chriſtianity; Anſwer 
to Dr. Snape s Letter, by the Biſhop of Bangor, 


Page 30, 31. Again. Page 39. ditto, And nom, 


Sir, if no Biſhop ought to take his Place in 
the Provincial Sy nod, or to take the Subſcri- 
ptions of thoſe whom he ordains, or exercif: 
any Epiſcopal Act, tinleſs he claims to him- 
ſelf an Abſolute Power and Authority, ro 
which all his Hearers,or his Flock, are indiſpenſa- 
bly obliged to ſubmit, in Matters of Conſci- 
ence and Eternal Salvation, that they muſt not 


Jo much as ſeriouſly compare his Direſtions witl; 


the Will of Chriſt, 2 find whether they agree 
with it or not; if this be ſo, I confeſs my ſelf 
very unfit for ſo great an Honour, I diſclaim and 
52 it: Aud ſo T hope, and 1 believe, doth 
every one of my Brethren, I ſhould not at a- 
greeably to your own Rule, if I did not. Tos 
declare that no Chriſtian ought to ſubmir in 
Points determined contrary to Chriſt's Wil. 
And therefore I hope, I may have ye Conſent, 
to claim all che PRIVILEGES of aChti- 


ſtian Biſhop, without claiming that enormous 


One, which ſuppoſerh that abſolute Obligation 
pan Chriſtians, which you demit. I am ſure, 
1 ſhould little deſerve the Name of 4 Chriſtian 
Biſhop, sf I could forget Chriſt; and aſſume 
az Authority which can belong to none but 
Him: Try yqur own Limitation in your 
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own Caſe. As to your ſelf, How you can Alt 


with the Authority of a Prieſt of the Church 
of England, whilſt you maintain that your Hea- 


rers are not obliged to follow your Diftates, with- 


out conſidering and examining whether they be a- 


greeable to the Will of Chriſt: And you will 


YOUR SELF anſwer for ME, or condemn YOUR 
SELF with ME. _ | 1 
So much for the Biſhop's Profeſſion of the 
Diſcharge of his own Duty,and what he thinks 
incumbent upon him as one of the Gover- 
nours of the Church; to which I find nothing 
excuſable for returning the moſt unmannerly 
and diſgraceful. Anſwers to, than what I find 
in Pag. 5. of Mr. Trapp's Sermon; If his Poſi- 
tion 55 true, he has little Reaſon to inſiſt upon 
he Diſtiuction between the Superior and Inferior 
Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, ſince at the ſame time, 
as the Preacher would have the greateſt Re- 
verence paid to himſelf as a Paſtor, he takes 
the greateſt Freedom with him as a Biſhop, as 
will appear from the following Aſſertions, 
* from the Real Nature of the Church and 
© Kingdom of Chriſt, Pag. 27, 28. which 
runs thus: © In Matters of Religion and 
the Church, ſome Men among us ad- 
* vance the Civil Government too high; o- 


4 thers the Eccleſiaſtical. This Preacher is de- 


ſervedly numbered among the laſt; but 1 leave 
it to be judged, whether this Prelate be not 
againſt both, © whether with reſpe& to Con- 
© {cience and Salvation, he be not for im- 
© mediately putting down all Rule, and al 
Authority, and al Power, I ſay, nn, 
> V. 
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© ly, and before his Redeemer thinks fit 
< ſo to do, by delivering up the Kingdom to 
© God even the Fæther; and all this out of 
© pure Zeal for our Saviour's Sovereignty; 
61. e. whether he would not*make Him a 
4 glorious King, by deſtroying his King- 
© dom; whether He will either allow 
© the Church any Authority her ſelf, or 
© the State in Matters of Religion to aſſiſt 
e her. That the Secular Power ſhould in 
theſe Points be called upon to counte- 
nance, or protect the Eccleſiaſtical, he 
takes to be contrary to Chriſt's Decla- 
ration, that his Kingdom is not of this 
World, I think I have proved that there 
is no ſuch Contrariety: and I am ſure it 
is propheſied, Kings ſhall be Nurſing Fathers 
to the Church; (which is no Reaſon at all 
to ſpeak evil of a FATHER of the Church) 
and Queens. If the Account given by him 
be true, I do not underſtand kow, in the 
Prayer for the High Court, wecan properly 
© beſeech God, to direct and proſper all 
© their Conſultations to the Advancement «» 
F his Glory, and the Good of his Church. 

What need there was for this Piece of 
Plagiariſm from Dr. Snape's Letter, will 
appear from the Biſhop's Anſwer, which he 
had read, and might have made ſome Re- 
ply to, ſince though he has averred in his 
Title Page he has done it, as far as to what 
affects his Sermon, he has paſſed it over 
without any Remark; His Lordſhip's 
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Words are theſe: Ton have figured to your 
ſelf a new Kind of ſpiritual K 


ſpiritual Kingdom, which you declare to 
FLOURISH BY TEMPORAL METHODS, 
A Kingdom not of this Warld, nouriſhed by 
the Glories and Favours of this World, beſtow- 
ed upon it by its Temporal Nurſing Fathers 


and Nurſing Mothers. Look into the Popiſh 


Countries, end there you will find ſomething 
under that Denomination, flouriſhing in theſe 
Methods, a Part of it fed and pamper'd by 


Temporal Nurſes; and the other Part 


ftarv'd and iniſerably treated. But look into 
tbe Firſt Ages: Ton will find the Church 
of Chriſt, .a ſpiritual Kingdom, of ſuch in- 
ward Strength and Vigour, as to be able ta 
flouriſh equally in all its Parts, ( ſay to flouriſh) 
not only without, but againſt all the TEAM 
POR AL POW ERS of the Earth. Ff the 
SPIRITUAL KINGDOM. of CHRIST, can 
be truly ſupporred by Temporal Encourage- 
ment; Or the real Enemies to 4 ſpiritual 
Ringdom, be reſtrained by Temporal Penal- 
ties, I profeſs J am as much for them, as any 
Man living, even in that Kingdom, which is 
not of this World: But hitherto, I acknow+ 
ledge, I never yet met with any, even Modern 
Divine, Juror er Non-Juror, High or Low, 
Churchman or Diſſenter, that fixed the flou- 
riſhing State of the Church of Chriſt, or the 
ſpiritual Kingdom of Chriſt, upon the En- 
couragements of Temporal Honour and 
Profit. Many glorious Things have I rene 
an 


ingdom; a. 


. 
nd beard, on all Sides, about the flouriſhing 
State of the Church of Chriſt, before Con- 
ro Wantinez and mam melancholy and terrible 


DS, ſccounts of its Condition, from and after 


by phat Time 3 til by Degrees it became in the cor- 
tow- pt Eſtate of the Church of Rome; the Sink 
bers Pf Hypocrites, and the Sanctuary of A- 
hing 


theſe | 1 ſhould now proceed to this Hypereri- 
d by Pick's Criticiſms, upon ſome few remain-- 


part ing Paſſages of the Biſhop's Sermon, where, 
into Nike a true Tinker in Theology, he makes 
urch {Faults' where I can find none; and I might 
h in- Follow him through his other little Subter- 
le ta Fuges, and call him to account fo believing 
riſh) that this Right Reverend Author's Account 


EM- ef Prayer, and the Love of God, was: ne- 
f the. frer before given of either; without ſo much 
can As a ſhadow of Reaſon for ſuch an unwar- 
rage- ſrantable Aſſertion. I might alſo take no- 
-itual Itice of his Get-Peny Poſtſcript, which he, 
like a true Advocate for Tacking, annex'd 
to his Libel againſt Revelation, and the 
received Interpretations of the wiſeſt and 
beſt of Men, at the Inſtances, I ſuppoſe, of 
Mr. Clements his Bookſeller. But ſince 
neither the one or the other has any thing 
worthy of farther Notice, eſpecially the 
latter, Wherein there is ſcarce a Word of 
Truth, except when we find him ſaying of 
Dr. Snape, that that excellent Perſon (ex- 
cellent for Defamation as well as himſelf) 
is 
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it tos well able to 1 himſelf, to need 
any Aſſiſtance, much leſs ſuch as his, not 
without an Eye, it is thought, to another 
Branch of his Profeſſion, that of Poetry, 
wherein he is told: Von tals Auxilio nec 
Defenſoribus. iſtts — Tempus eget ———— 
I ſhall tage my leave of him in his own 
mannerly Expreſſions, being much more 
entituied by the Laws of Juſtice, to ſay 
at the End of every one of his Enthymems 
and Syllogiſms, 7 deny the Conſequence ;, No 
Proof of this This is no truer than the 
former; Still all this is gratis dictum; 
Why fo? And to make this ſolemn De- 
claration, That in all the Sermons 1 have 
ever read, I do not remember that I ever 
before met with ſuch an empty Repetition of 
Words, aud ſuch a Negligence of Thought. 
Thus much for underſtanding of Trapp, 
who, if he had rightly underſtood him- 
felf, would never have enter'd the Liſts 
with ſach a Gyant in Underſtanding as the 
Biſhop is. 9220 


